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Tom Joyner: Good evening. I'm Tom Joyner. And I'd like to wetee you to the 2007
Republican "All-American Presidential Forum" attbigcally Black Morgan State
University.

This event is brought to you by PBS and my deanftiand colleague, Tavis Smiley.

I'm excited to be here, but | admit I'm a littlé but of my comfort zone. | kind of feeling
like Dan Rather at CBS premiere week.

But we're all here for a very positive reason, bealute each of you for participating in
this evening's event, including all of you her¢ha audience.

We may not agree on all the issues, but we do agrele importance of an evening like
this, and you demonstrate that sentiment with ywesence.

And to the esteemed candidates, whether you'réifpror pro-choice, for the war in Iraq
or against it, for Kanye West or 50 Cent, it's yaun to share your message with an
audience that's stretched further than it's evenIséretched before, and that's a good
thing.

Is Dr. Richardson in the house? Dr. Earl Richardpoesident of Morgan State
University.

And let me take a moment right here and now toh&dlp to those of you viewing from
home. Mayor Rudy Giuliani. Senator John McCain. &aer Mitt Romney. And Senator
Fred Thompson. Well, you know, | had to call them. o

Also, while I'm doing shout-outs to those who migbktviewing at home, a special shout-
out this evening to Mychal Bell and his family ien&, Louisiana.

Mychal Bell is out of jail and at home, after 10 mtizs in jail for what amounted to a
high school brawl. It all started because Blacksladuldn't sit under a white-only tree in
Jena, Louisiana.

The "Tom Joyner Morning Show" has more than 8 omllAfrican American listeners,
and there is a perception out there that the RegarbParty holds only the interests of the
majority population. That is a perception many R#jgans say is unfounded. In fact,
there is a large audience of Black Republicans tweright that will swear that this is not
true.

Well, this evening is a rare opportunity for Repcdoh candidates to address the concerns
and the interests of people of color. | can onkuase that Republican candidates who
hope to become the president of all the peopl&are tonight.



Fifty years ago, in Little Rock, Arkansas, the glaf hatred and racism shone on what
became "the Little Rock 9." Fifty years later, thaty light shines just as bright in Jena,
Louisiana. We've got a lot of work to do and itsng to take a special kind of unity,
tolerance and understanding to get it done.

But nothing will be accomplished until we open eyes to what still divides us in the
first place. Pretending that racism does not exi$f assures us that we'll be revisiting
the same issues another 50 years from now, anitkenonths from now, maybe
another five minutes from now.

This evening is a step in the right direction, #mdproud to be a part of it.

So let's loosen up, everybody. You don't have teewepur arms in the air, but at least
unfold them.

And since | called out the candidates who chosdémtin us here tonight, let's give it up
for those who are here.

And now, please welcome, my friend and moderatdhef'All- American Presidential
Forum," Tavis Smiley.

Tavis Smiley: To my dear and abiding friend Tom Joyner, firsalbfthank you.

Let me commence tonight by thanking Morgan Statevéfsity and Dr. Richardson for
hosting us and my network home, PBS, for broadogshis "All-American Presidential
Forum."

We live now in the most multi-cultural, multi-rat@nd multi- ethnic America ever.
Public broadcasting, then, | think, at its beskelomtes that reality.

It is our hope tonight that, as you watch this “Atherican Presidential Forum on PBS,"
or listen on Public Radio International, you'll ceno appreciate that, as Americans, we
all want the same thing: to live in a nation asdyes its promise.

And so we're here tonight because of "The CovewdhtBlack America," a book that
details the most pressing issues of concern tkl#agerica, and what everyday black
people can do to create change.

Princeton professor, Dr. Cornell West, offers nghiat book, "The Covenant,” a
powerful formulation on leadership. Says Dr. WE&¥tu can't lead the people if you
don't love the people. And you can't save the medpyou don't serve the people.”

And so tonight we ask of these Republican candsd&ihat's the depth of your love for
everyday people and what will be the quality of iyservice to them?



And speaking of love and service, earlier this weekas in Little Rock, Arkansas, to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the integratio@entral High School, following the
historic Brown v. Board of Education decision.

And tonight we are honored to have with us two antic American heroes.
Please welcome two of the "Little Rock 9:" Dr. Terce Roberts and Jefferson Thomas.

Thank you both for being here. It is our honor. 8ve blessed to have you in this house
this evening.

Finally, some of the campaigns who declined ouit@&tn to join us tonight have
suggested publicly that this audience would beilecahd unreceptive.

Since we're live on PBS right now, | can't tell yohat | really think of these kinds of
comments.

But, that said, we're going to be meeting the aixdidates who are here tonight. | know
you'll join me in showing them your utmost respect.

Fortunately, there are those in the RepublicanyRenb do understand the importance of
reaching out to people of color.

| am grateful to former RNC Chairman Ken Mehlmampier House Speaker Newt
Gingrich, former Congressman Jack Kemp and formarny/Mnd Lieutenant Governor
Michael Steele, all of whom have lent their suppaer the last year to this event.

Indeed, last week, President Bush was asked abosg IGOP candidates not attending
tonight, and responded by underscoring the impoetar reaching out to communities of
color.

We believe that when we make communities of coéttdn, we make our country better.
And so enough said about the no-shows.

Here now to introduce the candidates who are Rease welcome the former Maryland
lieutenant governor and current chairman of GOPM(hael Steele.

Former Maryland Lieutenant Governor Michael Steele: Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you guys veuogh.

The value of participation in the public life ofylocommunity is immeasurable. Each of
us has a duty to be engaged in the public debatkea$, and that's what draws us here
this evening.

Good evening and welcome to the campus of Morgate &iniversity for this "American
Presidential Forum on PBS."



As we gather this evening, we do so in the shadaWweonine black students who entered
Little Rock high school 50 years ago, under watcpfatection of Republican President
Dwight Eisenhower, who made clear to a weary natiah segregation was not
compatible with the ideals of America.

Together, the "Little Rock 9" and President Eiseméochanged the course of a nation.

But since that time, the Republican Party and tlaelBcommunity have stood at arm's
length from each other. Republicans assuming ackBlavill never vote for us"
mentality, and Blacks ignoring real solutions toywserious problems facing their
families and communities solely because those isoisihave a Republican label. Very
often, both have missed genuine opportunities torsanicate and reach out to each
other.

But not tonight. Tonight, African Americans and Rbjicans take hold of their political
destinies, and come together in a renewed spiviteawelcome the Republican
candidates for president.

Once again, we have an opportunity to change theseaf a nation.

So I'm proud to introduce to you former Arkansav&@oor Mike Huckabee. Texas
Congressman Ron Paul. Kansas Senator Sam Browrbaldkado Congressman Tom
Tancredo. California Congressman Duncan HuntemEoAmbassador Alan Keyes.

Tavis: The podium order was determined by a random dittiat included all 10
announced GOP candidates.

Those candidates not here tonight are represegtad bmpty podium. Each candidate
will have one minute to answer all questions umélget a little short on time later, and
then we'll use moderator's prerogative to advanee&onversation.

Before we get to the first question tonight, froor cadio contest winner at
BlackAmericaWeb.com, let me throw this out to eatlou candidates who are here
tonight, starting with you, Governor Mike Huckabee.

Please tell me and this audience, in your own wastty you chose to be here tonight
and what you say to those who chose not to betberght.

Former Gov. Mike Huckabee: Well, Tavis, | want to be president of the Unitsigtes,

not just president of the Republican Party. Frankhy embarrassed. I'm embarrassed for
our party and I'm embarrassed for those who diccaote, because there's long been a
divide in this country, and it doesn't get bettérew we don't show up.

Quite frankly, for a lot of people there's a petaapthat Black Americans don't vote for
Republicans. | proved that wrong in Arkansas, whpercent of African Americans
voting for me.



But | want to make sure that the people of thisntgurecognize that we've come a long
way, but we have a long way to go. And we don'ttigete if we don't sit down and work
through issues that are still very deep in thisntgy when it comes to racial divide.

I'm honored to be here. | appreciate you havind wssh all of the candidates had come.
But tonight we hopefully will make up their timedamake up their ground.

Tavis. Thank you. Congressman Paul?

Rep. Ron Paul: Well, the main reason I'm here is because | wageith. And I'm
delighted that | was invited. And I'm very pleaskédcause | go wherever I'm invited to
talk about freedom. That, to me, is the most imgarthing, along with the emphasis on
the Constitution.

| believe so strongly that individuals have thajhts and their life as a gift from God,
and the purpose of government is to protect life ldverty.

But I'd also like to extend that. If you have thaits of your labor, | would like you to
keep the fruits of your labor as well.

And under those conditions and under a freedonopbiihy and under the Constitution,
we would be so much more prosperous, because wielwble policing the world, we
would be bringing our troops home, and we woulete&re of our people here at home.

Tavis: Thank you, Congressman. Senator Brownback.
Sen. Sam Brownback: Thank you very much for having us here.

| want to say just at the outset, | apologize fe&r tandidates that aren't here. | think this
is a disgrace that they're not here.

| think it's a disgrace for our country, | thinksibad for our party, and | don't think it's
good for our future.

You know, you grow political parties by expandinmuy base, by reaching out to people
and getting more people. What they're doing is sgnithe message of narrowing the
base, and that's not the right way to go. It'sgoatd for the Republican Party, it's not
good for the country. And I'm sorry. I'm sorry towyand I'm sorry to those watching that
they're not here.

I've got a suggestion, though, for a way to fiXAilot of people on the Republican side
say: Well, OK, we can't get votes in the African émgan community. | say: Why don't
you pick one of the early primary states, like atGdCarolina or a Michigan, register
Republican, and vote for one of the six of us?

And then let's see what takes place.



Tavis. Senator Brownback, thank you very much. Congresshaacredo?

Rep. Tom Tancredo: Thank you, Tavis. | am here likewise because | agk®d and
because | made a commitment on your show. | musttad you that it is pleasurable
and a little bit different to be in this kind of anvironment with my colleagues who are
here because the last time | was at an eventohtture, it was the NAACP convention
and | was the only Republican that showed up.

So | am glad that my colleagues have joined méerstage tonight.

And | am especially glad to be here to be ablaltodbout something that was
mentioned during the original introduction, somethyou said, | believe, Tavis, when
you talked about -- we're here to talk about tlepse of America.

And that is what drives me, that's -- | think, paibly all of my colleagues up here. That is
exactly why we can get up, do the next event, dogehe plane, do the next event. It is
because the promise of America is something thailileave to actually share in, and we
have to explain to everybody that's listening tdhvaw we would fulfill that, what would
we do for that promise of America -- to every sengerson in this room and for every
person listening on the radio and television tohigh

Tavis. Thank you, sir.

Tancredo: So, certainly, that's why | am here to do so.
Tavis: Thank you. Congressman Hunter?

Rep. Duncan Hunter: Thank you, Tavis.

You know, when we have family reunions and somgheffamily members don't show
up, we do talk about them.

But I'm not going to do that.

You know, tonight we have about 160,000 Americankaq -- in a war. We have over
20,000 of our uniform personnel in Afghanistan. Amal going to talk, tonight, about
how we leave Iraq in victory.

We have a border and we've got a big piece ofhider, obviously, shown right behind
us here. We have a border which is on fire withsivesamounts of narcotics and people
being smuggled across, illegally, as we stand Hevant to talk about that.

But you know, most importantly, | want to do whay fitle grandson did when he
walked up to his first grade teacher about a magth stuck his hand out, said, "My
name is Duncan Hunter."



We call him "D-3."
And he said, "My grandpa's going to be president."

And then this little 6-year-old looked his teachght in the eye and he said, "Now, can |
count on your vote?"

I'm coming here for your vote.
Tavis. Congressman, thank you. Ambassador Keyes?

Former Ambassador Alan Keyes: Now, | wouldn't want to seem to be the fellow veho'
going to speak up in defense of our absent collesgere.

But | think it is a little unfair to assume thaethdidn't show up tonight because they
were sending a message of some negative kind ®l#o& community, for the very
obvious reason that they didn't show up at the &aMoters Debate, either -- which, of
course, sent a very negative message to the patplare interested in the issues that
were discussed there.

Do you know what these two debates do have in camtimaugh? The Values Voters
Debate was the first debate | was included in. thislis the second debate I'm included
in.

I've been barred from the debate in Michigan, &asons best known to the party there.
And what do you want to make of that? The othersguyl show up there.

Now, that suggests that they may or may not bedadfaall Black people, but there
seems to be at least one Black person they'radadfai

And | think the reason -- the reason that they tibigefear is pretty evident. They don't
believe that it's possible to address a signifigamtion of the Black community...

Tavis: Mr. Ambassador?

Keyes: ... on the basis of solid Republican principles] &do.

Tavis: Mr. Ambassador, thank you very much for being here

Let me now introduce, to get this conversationlyesthrted, Lucille Victoria Rowels of
Chicago, winner of our online contest in which ve&exd listeners of the "Tom Joyner

Morning Show" to submit their questions to the Vgéb.

Lucille, please welcome her.



LucilleVictoria Rowels: Even though a majority of individuals who havevseras
president since Abraham Lincoln have been Repuiblicbelieve that most Black
Americans who will vote in the year 2008 are ndeab name even one Republican
president in the 142 years since Lincoln's deatb dve left a positive and significant
legacy for Black Americans.

If you are elected president in 2008, what posiéind significant legacy, if any, will you
leave for Black Americans?

Tavis: Governor Huckabee?

Huckabee: Well, | would say, first of all, that | would hopleey would name President
Eisenhower. Because he sent those troops and lieedrthe National Guard in Little
Rock, Arkansas in 1957, when it was a Democrat gmrevho stood at the schoolhouse
door and said those young people couldn't come in.

And | would like to believe, if | were fortunate @mgh to be the president, that at the end
of my tenure -- hopefully, eight years, by the wagt just four -- that housing
opportunities would be better, that we made soraksteides in the criminal justice
system so that you don't have a different sentéorce 17-year-old kid caught with a lid
of marijuana than you do some upper-middle-classewid who gets caught with
cocaine. He goes to rehab, and the Black kid goesigon for 10 years.

We'd change that. We'd have a different systerhrasates to such things as health care,
because there is a disproportionate level of peloplee African American community
with hypertension, with stroke, with diabetes. Ahdre needs to be a disproportionate
level of funding to help them.

Those are the kind of things that could make adifice and end this divide that we
have.

Tavis: Governor, thank you. Congressman Paul?

Paul: | would like to believe that if we had a freer by, it would take care of Blacks
and whites and everybody equally because we'iadilliduals. To me, that is so
important. But if we had equal justice under the, lathink it would be a big
improvement. If we had probably a repeal of mogheffederal laws on drugs and the
unfairness on how Blacks are treated with thesggiaws, it would be a tremendous
improvement.

And also, | think that if you're going to have pgresty, it serves everybody. And if this
is done by emphasizing property rights and freedbthe individuals, making sure that
the powerful special interests don't control Wagton, that the military industrial
complex doesn't suck away all the wealth of thentgyand then we would have
prosperity.



This is what we need and we need to share it. fldgedociety is the only society that can
provide goods and services and distribute therhemiost fair manner. And that is the
society that | would advocate and argue for angebelit's available to us.

Tavis: Thank you, sir. Senator Brownback?

Brownback: Lucille, it's a great question. It's one we shquitider and ponder
seriously. There are several things that | wouldQiee is focusing in on rebuilding the
family, and that's been at the core of my campaigsmrebuilding the family.

We pushed that in Washington D.C. where | chaihedcommittee and developed
marriage -- development accounts, and really urthag

The second one is | think symbols are importard, lamould hope | would be the
president that would open the National African Aiceen Museum of History and
Culture on the Mall in Washington, D.C.

| pushed for that. We've gotten the funding oritd that symbolism would be important
to do.

And the final thing that | think is critical thatendo. | think we need to have -- and we
need to pass in the Congress, and the presidenit sigd say it, an official apology from
the U.S. government for the institutions of slavangl segregation in this country. | think
that needs to be done.

Tavis: Senator, thank you. Congressman Tancredo?
Tancredo: Thank you.

First of all, 1 do believe that there are a numiiieiRepublican presidents who have done
a great deal for Black Americans, because theyowe domething for all Americans.

Ronald Reagan, from my point of view, did sometHmgevery single American by
increasing individual liberty.

You know, it is, | think, destructive to only tadbout the politics of race, and suggest
that all of the actions taken, or all of the spegiffograms that we identify and talk about
tonight should be focused on race.

It really does not do a service, | think, to usAasericans and again, that promise to
America. And I'll tell you this, one of the thingsat | will do as president of the United
States, to increase the economic opportunitieevfery American, especially people in
the lower economic rung of the ladder in Amerisatoi reduce the flow of illegal
immigration into this country, which depresses weajes for the lowest-income earners
in this country.



And it's got to be dealt with. It's got to be dewilth forcefully. And | tell you, yes, Black
America, brown America, white America, all will lr@hanced by actually enforcing our
laws.

Tavis. Congressman Hunter?
Hunter: Thank you, Tavis.

What a wonderful question. And, you know, | thihlat we also have to add, with
Governor Huckabee's statement about Ike, that baimd of Dwight Eisenhower that
brought about desegregation -- also, you know9ig41 that Civil Rights Act was passed
with a greater proportion of Republican votes ia thnited States Congress than
Democrat votes, a fact that's been forgotten dweyears. | want you to remember that.

But, you know, | can't talk about young Black Ancans, the need for them to be
shielded from pornography, which is certainly adyeeithout talking about the need for
all Americans to be shielded from pornography.

And in the barrio where | practiced law beforen far Congress and got this job, |
remember Mr. Sanchez down the street with his fgmibrking 18-hour days, a need to
have less regulation, less taxation. That woulg hélAmericans.

And | guess | would go with Jack Kemp's great statet: A rising tide lifts all boats. A
Republican administration, my administration, wolifidall boats.

Tavis. Congressman, thank you. Ambassador Keyes.

Keyes: | would hope that the most important legacy ofadyninistration would be to
remind people that in spite of all the talk, | ddo€lieve there is this deep divide between
Blacks and whites in America.

| believe that we are, in fact, part of one natmi one community, and that we stand
together right now in danger of our rights, becathgecore of that community is not race;
the core of that community is not money. The cdréhat community is the moral
consensus that we are all created equal and endoywear creator, God, with our
unalienable rights that we have the right in odrgies and in our laws to honor and
respect the creator, God.

And as a practical matter, | would want to see timaty, that moral understanding
restored where it is most important -- in the ediocaof our young by adopting an
approach to education that empowers every parahtdrcountry to send their children to
schools that reflect their faith and values...

Tavis: Ambassador...



Keyes: ... so that the Black community can re-instill mpcommunity-based schools
that reflect their Christian beliefs.

Tavis. | appreciate it. Lucille, thank you very much.

Let me now turn this conversation over to a terrdnd very able panel of journalists who
will take us the rest of the way.

First up, Cynthia Tucker, editorial page editor tloe "Atlanta Journal Constitution” and
a recipient this year of the Pulitzer Prize for Goemtary. Please welcome Cynthia
Tucker.

Up next, Ray Suarez, well known to PBS viewershisrwork on "The NewsHour with
Jim Lehrer." Please welcome Ray Suarez.

And Juan Williams of NPR and a contributor to FOBW$ channel. Please welcome
Juan Williams.

Tavis: Ms. Tucker will start the conversation. Governarckabee will answer first. And
then we will move down the line giving every caratglthe chance to answer the next
guestion first.

Cynthia Tucker for Governor Huckabee.
Cynthia Tucker: Governor, | want to ask about race and unemployme

In 2006, the unemployment rate of Black high sclgrabuates -- that's high school
graduates -- was 33 percent higher than the ungmelot rate for white high school
drop outs. What do you think accounts for that ing®

Huckabee: Cynthia, part of that is it is that there is stdtism in this country, and the
opportunities aren't the same. Some of it has taitlothe fact that there are people who
unfortunately still look at a person's face andrtbkin, and that's something that
government can't change, but leadership certaantyspeak to.

One of the things all of us need to be aware tfasthere isn't an equal opportunity for
every American yet. There just isn't. We could tegye is, but it's not true.

And in some cases, it's because those who trit thdimselves up find that they get most
importantly the heel of someone's boot on top eirthead every time they try to raise
their head.

And the reason answer is to make sure that theraearonly educational opportunities
that bring equality, employment opportunities teasure that people have the same
chances as anybody else.



Tavis: Governor, thank you. Congressman Paul?

Paul: Walter Williams, a very astute free-market ecorgiphas studied this extensively,
and he has found that prior to minimum wage lavesethvas no discrepancy like this. So
he put a lot of blame on the minimum wage law. Ogoeernment gets interfering, this
takes away opportunities. And | believe therelist &f truth to this because it eliminates
an opportunity and a chance for a marginal worker.

So once again, though, the economy is supportgdvwamtn you have a sound economy
perpetuated by a government with sound policiesi Nave to have sound money. You
have to have minimum taxes. You have to have, ymwk a wise foreign policy.

But | have a bill in that might help a lot of peepBlack or white or whomever. | have a
bill in that would immediately help these peopleondre trying to get a start, that they
would never have to pay any taxes or payroll taekey just happen to be a waiter or a
waitress, to give them a chance to get ahead aral ggeod job.

Tavis. Congressman, thank you, sir. Senator Brownback?

Brownback: | think there's a couple of things -- | think teisra couple of things that are
at work here. One is, | think clearly, we still ddmave a colorblind society. And we're
seeing that. We continue to see it.

| think we've made some great progress. I've workigtdl Congressman John Lewis on a
number of projects, worked with him on this musdbat | just spoke about tonight. That
museum is going to happen, and we worked together.

But there is still racism that does exist in Amaric

There is a second issue here that | think we neaeddress, and it's the growth of the
economy, particularly where people are located.

| come from a rural state of Kansas. And I've dates in my state where there's
economic growth taking place, and | have placesatis not.

And what you have to do to try to stimulate iteslty have a tax policy, something I've
talked about, about an optional flat tax, and maydaeput it in places where they need
the economic growth to take place more than inrgtleces. So you stimulate the growth
of the economy where people are needing the mgsiramities to grow.

And that's something | would do and work on. Aridihk it is part of the issue.

Tavis. Congressman Tancredo?

Tancredo: OK, | just cannot agree with this race-baitingdkof comments about the
reason why we have these problems.



My friends, I'll tell you that | believe, with athy heart -- look, why was it that in the
'50s, in the '40s, and actually leading up intoehry '60s, the ability for Blacks in the
United States to improve themselves economically warking? They were moving up
the ladder.

Families were in tact -- in better shape, by thg,wlan most white families of that same
period of time. What happened? Two things have &agg to -- | believe -- to devastate
the Black community when it comes to economic opputy.

One, the welfare state; it began to pay peopletda in the home.

And when that happened, what we saw is a declineage rates.

And two, of course, is the importation of millionpon millions of low-income workers
that depress the wage rates for the lowest inconmg us. Those two things are
responsible, and it's got nothing to do with race.

Tavis. Congressman Hunter?

Hunter: Thank you.

You know, Republicans, when we had that great magpcbf a Republican majority in
Congress in the '90s and President Bill Clintoe,Republicans initiated legislation three

times to reform welfare.

The first two times, President Clinton vetoed itgddhe third time he signed it and took
credit for it. It's something I've done every nomddhen in my career.

When we did that, let me tell you what happened Atimber of jobs of single moms,
the employment rate went up. Families did muchebbe¥ou had the average income go
up in the communities where the welfare reform tptaice. You had, according to HHS,
32 percent increase in employment in those jobdratitbse families which previously
were on welfare. We did very, very well by breakihg cycle of welfare.

But lastly, there is one party that is very impott jobs, jobs in the community for
everybody.

Tavis. Congressman Hunter?

Hunter: That's the small businessman. If we help the smalinessman, and that's a
Republican trademark, we'll do it...

Tavis. Thank you, sir, very much. Ambassador Keyes?

Keyes: | have to say | think the most important factoalhof this does have something
to do with policies that had an impact on race,ibwis the disproportionately



destructive impact that a lot of government proggdrad on the moral foundations and
family structure in the Black community.

You talk about folks finding job opportunities. Y&aow where a lot of Black men find
job opportunities these days? In prison.

And that is something that reflects the realityt tthen you allow the family to break
down, when you have government regulations thatdhe father from the home, you
have established the conditions for the upbringihchildren to be nonproductive, to be
violent, to be turned in directions that will bestteictive of their economic future.

And when you add to that the promotion of a culfreromiscuity, a culture of selfish
hedonism, that leads people not to understandhbamarriage partnership is the most
important foundation of any real economic life,rth@u have especially destroyed the
Black community.

And | believe the disproportionate impact of thesgative things...
Tavis: Ambassador Keyes, thank you sir.
Keyes: ... has accounted for a lot of these bad results.

Tavis: Ambassador Keyes, thank you. Ray Suarez willlgeehext question now.
Congressman Paul will answer first.

Ray Suarez: Congressman Paul, the most commonly cited stafmtithe number of
illegal immigrants living in the United States 8 tillion people. Is it desirable, is it
even practical to try to send them all home?

If the next Congress passes comprehensive imnogratform that includes a path to
citizenship, will you sign it, or will you supposending the 12 million home?

Paul: I'm very sorry, but | didn't hear your last semrnbecause of the acoustics.

Suarez: In the next Congress, if the next Congress passagyration reform that
includes a path to citizenship, will you sign it,vaill you support sending the 12 million
home?

Paul: 1 would not sign a bill like you describe, becaitsgould be construed -- and it
would be amnesty, and | haven't supported amnesty.

| also think that it's pretty impractical to getamy in this country to round up 12 or
maybe 20 million. But | do believe that we havestick to our guns on obeying the law,
and anybody who comes in here illegally shoulda'tdwarded. And that would be the
case.



But | see the immigration problem as a consequehoer welfare state. Welfare

because we encourage people not to work herehbwtelfare we offer the people who
come -- they get free medical care. They get fokeation. They bankrupt our hospitals.
Our hospitals are closing. And it shouldn't be neled. That means that if you don't
round them up, you don't reward them, you don't gnem citizenship. At the same time,
you can't solve this problem until you have -- ymi rid of the welfare state, because in a
healthy economy, immigrants wouldn't be a threatstoThere would probably be a

desire for more, because we would be starved fokevs.

But today, they have become scapegoated becatise wkak economy and the lowering
of our standard of living.

Tavis. Congressman, thank you, sir. Senator Brownback?
Brownback: Thanks. Thanks, Ray, for the tough question.

The American people are for immigration. They dseuajpport illegal immigration. That's
what they want to see take place. They want a gaém. They're for legal
immigration; they're not for illegal immigration.

We've been through this debate now for a coupleafs. They want to see us secure the
border, and that's something | will push and do lzank voted for and will in the future.

They want to see us have enforcement at the werk&itd that's something that | will do
and push and enforce as well, because that's thatkkaction -- not the only one, but it's
the key attraction -- at the worksite.

| will not support new paths to citizenship. | dnik in the future we should look at
different work-visa-type programs as a way to ble &b deal with the problem that
you're identifying, which is the realistic problexhwhere we are today.

Tavis: Congressman Tancredo?

Tancredo: Twelve million to 20 million people in this cougtillegally. Then that is the
ultimate question, is: What do we do about thatagion today, because we can all rave
about how we're going to secure the borders --lwhig glad to hear, by the way, these
newfound positions with regard to the borders aulisty?

Great. Happy they're there.

But you're right, what are the -- the real issué\ibat do we do about the people here?
And | will tell you, when you use phrases like "maling them up,” | mean, it -- those are
-- they are improperly used in this respect. Beeaus're not talking about rounding
people up.



If you, in fact, simply enforce the law -- | knoWwat's a scary topic sometimes and a
controversial attitude to take -- but enforcing &, especially against hiring people
who are here illegally, you will see people retaghhome, voluntarily.

It's happening today in states all over this natildrmat's exactly the key to this. You do
not have to round people up. You simply have toeef the law.

Tavis: Thank you. Congressman Hunter?

Hunter: Thank you.

Tavis, thank you.

Thank you, Ray.

Folks that are here illegally have to leave andnettell you why. Today, if you're a dry
wall contractor and you play by the rules and yay $27 a loaded hour for each of your
employees, you will be constantly under-cut by cactors who use people who are here
illegally.

That's not fair to Americans who play by the rulesd we just talked jobs a few minutes
ago. That's one reason you have, in certain agspsgially in the construction trades

now, higher levels of unemployment.

You have to build a border fence and you've gdtatee a real border, not just for
immigration issues, but also because of securstyes.

And right now, | wrote the law that extends thatdsy fence 854 miles across Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, and California. We need to bthiel border fence. It's the law.

And when people come to this country, they've gdtrtock on the front door, because
the back door's going to be closed.

Tavis. Ambassador Keyes?

Keyes: Well, | think, especially in this context, it's rartant to remember a number of

things. The border is a matter of security, fifsalh And we have to make sure that we
control it, or no laws we pass have any signifiearReople will still cross on their own

terms.

So the very first priority has to be to get backtcol. But we also have to remember why
we lost control, because these elites who have beéer the thumb of certain corporate
interests have an interest in cheapening the pfitabor in America.

Do you want to know whao's first hurt by that cheagxd price of labor?



Black folks are first hurt, as they've been hurthie rebuilding of New Orleans, in the
rebuilding of other parts of the United States thiate affected by those hurricanes. It's
time we stopped fooling around with this issue.

| think people, including a lot of the Black libé&saare more worried about what we do
with illegal immigrants than they've ever been aliba impact of illegal immigration on
Black Americans who have been in this country lalhg. I'm sick of seeing it.

Tavis: Governor Huckabee?

Huckabee: | don't believe the average American resentspgbaple want to come here.

I've said oftentimes we ought to get on our kneesyenight and thank God that we still
live in a country that people are trying to breatoj not one they're trying to break out

of.

But securing the border is something | think evamg of us agree on. You've got to have
a secure border because otherwise our borderoaomly open to illegal immigrants,
but to somebody bringing a suitcase with a dirtgnbo

But, more importantly, if we're going to deal witte supply, you touch it at the point of
the demand. And until something is done to touehpople who are employing illegal
immigrants because of the very reason that theéglked about on this stage, to create
what amounts to another version of slave labon the're never going to stop the flow.

You're not going to get illegals to admit that theyere illegally, because they're
desperate enough to do anything to feed their famil

What we have to do is to start putting the penattyhe people who are most benefiting
from them, the employers who are using those labaneorder to keep from having to
pay decent wages.

Tavis. Governor, thank you.

The next question will be asked by Juan Williamd ba answered first by Senator
Brownback.

Juan?

Williams: Senator Brownback, tonight, as young Black anihbaAmericans are
watching this debate, they often feel quite alieddtom the Republican Party, a party
that does not seem to respond to their issues.

You realize about 50 percent of young Black andnoapeople dropping out of high
school, 35 percent poverty rate, nearly 60 peroeAimerica's prison population Black
and brown.



The one area of these problems touching on federarnment policy has to do with
criminal justice. Today, in Jena, Louisiana, it veasounced that one of the Jena 6,
originally convicted as an adult, will be tried nas a juvenile.

Name one reform, Senator, that you would endorssdare young Black and Latino
people in America that they will have equal jusiité&merica's courts.

Brownback: Could you say the last sentence again? Your mile'sn up here. | want
to make sure | hear.

Williams: Can you name one reform, one criminal justicerrafdahat you would
endorse to assure young Black and Latino Ameritdaaisthey will have equal justice in
America's courts?

Brownback: OK. I think | may be the only person up here as #tage that's spent a
couple nights in jail, of my own volition, and | wein to look at the system. | spent a
night in a prison in Kansas and | spent a nigla prison in Louisiana. I've stayed in
homeless shelters to answer and to get a feelliat you're talking about.

And you hear about it very fast. And you get a feeit about how people have become
loners and went to crime, in some cases, and theght and want to turn their lives
around. So it spawned me to push the Second Cherice

It's something that we've gotten through the Cortemibn the Judiciary, and what it's
primarily focused on is to help people if they h&deen caught and they are in prison,
that they not go back again. Because right noenUnited States of America, if you go
to prison, the chances of you going back are tviralsh66 percent. That is a travesty that
that number is that high.

This bill in five years we cut it in half. A lot df is faith- based institutions. A lot of it is
mentorship and work programs. So we can help pdabpteare chains they can't break
themselves.

Tavis: | hate to cut you off. Congressman Tancredo?

Tancredo: | believe that it was mentioned earlier, and taiaty agree with the fact that
first of all, there are far too many criminal statat the federal level. The Constitution
establishes the roles for the federal governmethtlas state government, and we have
taken on far too many things at the federal leeghecially drugs laws -- mandating
certain penalties and that sort of thing.

| do not believe that that is the responsibilityttod federal government. That should be at
the state level, and | would certainly not support.

And as a way of reform, by the way, | would move tederal government out of that
whole business.



Now, let me say one thing other -- that, | thirllgtthas to be mentioned here. When you
talk about the crime rate, so much of this is ceteto another huge problem, and that
you cannot take apart and you cannot look at jusegments.

And that is this. The family -- what is happeninghe Black family in America today
and what has been happening for the last 40 ysarslisgrace. It is because, of course --
as | said earlier, the welfare state has helpegtetéis.

But you know what? The welfare state cannot be-titecan be the breadwinner, but it
cannot...

Tavis. Congressman...

Tancredo: ... it cannot give you morals, values or discipliAnd that's what it takes...
Tavis. Congressman Tancredo...

Tancredo: ... in America today.

Tavis. Thank you, sir. Congressman Hunter?

Hunter: Thank you, Tavis.

Juan, | don't know as much about the facts as gan this particular case. But the facts,
related, that | read in "The Washington Post" viksa$ the one young man there was
knocked unconscious and was kicked in the headevilgilwas unconscious.

And | would say this: This is the nation that hakes of law based on accountability, and
that that accountability should be followed. Andioin't know what particular divisions
between juvenile and non-juvenile courts are benagle in this case, but there must be

accountability.

If, in fact, the young man was kicked in the heddlevhe was unconscious, there has to
be accountability for that. And that is clearlynsimal accountability.

Now let me go beyond that. You know, while we taliout this, we've got hundreds of
thousands of Americans from all groups and all iethes depending on each other,
saving each other's lives, every day being withhexdhber in this partnership that we call
the U.S. military in Afghanistan and Iraqg.

We ought to learn from them. And we ought to fihdttcommon ground that's allowed
them to go forward together. That will make a grsaterica.

Tavis: Congressman Hunter, let me jump in right quickisTé the first time I've had to
do this, because | want to make sure we get andwéngse questions.



Your answer notwithstanding, Mr. Williams' questwas not answered by you,
respectfully.

And that is: Is there a particular policy that yeauld support to guarantee young Black
and brown men watching right now a fairer equaligessystem? That part you did not
get to.

Hunter: OK. Here's my answer.
Tavis: OK.

Hunter: | don't think there's any way you can be moretfan to have people in this
country, under this wonderful Constitution that pué together, where people who are
tried for criminal acts are tried by a jury of thpeers.

Juries, obviously, are blemished in many ways aadat perfect, but a jury trial under
the law is, | think, the best system of justicetlom face of the Earth.

Tavis: Move on now to Ambassador Keyes.

Keyes: Well, I've always favored, and if you look at eaokd wrote some years back
called "Masters of the Dream," there was a proposiaithat was part of a package of
what we need to do to restore real local self-govent, which in our case would be
neighborhood self-government in a lot of our urbagas.

One of the features of that neighborhood governmenid be the reinstitution of what
were called in the old days things like justiceshaf peace.

They were people who lived in the community, camead the community, were
empowered to judge offenses committed by folks wkee in and lived in that
community so that there would be sensitivity totitueh that you're not just dealing with
crooks.

Sometimes you're dealing with young people whgoif treat them in the right way, can
be put on a path that will be constructive instedestructive.

But only the people who live in the community wouldderstand that. So they need to
have justices of the peace. They need to have gughe come from amongst them.

The other thing | would do is | would make sure wipeople were in prison and they
were being paroled, that you had to consult themmamty and make a deal. The
community would agree to receive that person blagkthey would also promise to help
that person to establish a decent life.

So, that community partnership would be restored.



Tavis: Thank you, sir. Governor Huckabee?

Huckabee: Well, first of all, we really don't have so muclerame problem in this
country. We have a drug and alcohol problem. Eigleircent of the people who are in
our prisons and jails are there for a drug or abtahme. They either were high or drunk
when they committed the crime, or they committezldhime to get high or drunk.

And what has made a huge mistake is that we'vedacated so many of the people who
really need drug rehab more than they need long-tecarceration.

In our state, we established over 20 drug courts,dave people an alternative course,
rather than just putting them in prison, givingrthhe opportunity to get what they really
needed, which is off the addiction.

We've got to quit locking up all the people thatre@enad at and lock up the people that
we're really afraid of, the people who are sexuatlptors and violent offenders.

But the nonsense of three strikes and you're autteated a system that is overrun with
people, and the cost is choking us.

| would go for more drug courts and for a lot lessarceration of drug-addicted people.
Tavis: Thank you, Governor. Congressman Paul?

Paul: A system designed to protect individual libertylWwave no punishments for any
group and no privileges. Today, | think inner-di¥ks and minorities are punished
unfairly in the war on drugs.

For instance, Blacks make up 14 percent of those wegle drugs, yet 36 percent of those
arrested are Blacks and it ends up that 63 peateéhbse who finally end up in prison
are Blacks. This has to change.

We don't have to have more courts and more prisdiesneed to repeal the whole war on
drugs. It isn't working.

We have already spent over $400 billion since Hréyel 970s, and it is wasted money.
Prohibition didn't work. Prohibition on drugs do#smork. So we need to come to our
senses.

And, absolutely, it's a disease. We don't treaitadtics like this. This is a disease, and
we should orient ourselves to this. That is one yw@y could have equal justice under the
law.

Tavis. Thank you, Congressman.



The next question will be asked by Cynthia Tuckeswered first by Congressman
Tancredo.

Cynthia?

Tucker: Congressman, recently a push to give the DigtfiG@olumbia voting
representation was defeated because of heavy Regrublpposition. In addition, many
voting rights advocates are worried about rigicevdb laws, which require photo ID,
like a driver's license.

Are you concerned that some eligible voters wildieaied the right to vote simply
because they don't have a driver's license?

Tancredo: Well, let's first take the issue that you mentameth regard to the District of
Columbia. It is not a state and, therefore, notledtto representation as a state.

If, in fact, you want -- if it becomes the desifette country to have that kind of
representation, then the district -- then it shdaddsplit up, and the portion that was
ceded to the federal government by Virginia shaddack to Virginia, the portion that
was ceded by Maryland should go back to Marylarnlthey would be represented by
states. It would work.

Also, with regard to voting opportunities and ttse wf a photo ID -- let me tell you that
it is really not that difficult to obtain. And | a¢t think that we're asking too much of
people when they're doing something that is orte@Mmost sacred duties of anybody in
this society, to actually show that they are thespe who they say they are. | don't think
that's asking too much.

And | think you can get a photo ID and they dom&rehave to -- you don't even need a
driver's license. You can get a photo ID, a stBteybu can do it relatively easily.

Tavis. Congressman? Thank you, sir. Congressman Hunter?
Hunter: Well, thank you, Tavis.

You know, | might be a little more open to statethdar D.C. if they would allow their
citizens to be able to keep and bear arms in H@ises to protect their safety.

And | offered that amendment a couple of years Hgmassed and when it passed, the
Democrats brought down the entire crime bill ratihan let D.C. residents have the right
to keep and bear arms.

And on the issue of allowing -- mandating some typtD, you know the first 21 Black
congressmen were Republicans who came out of thiéh Sand they went into a series --
they went into a series of poll taxes and all typkdeals that the Democrats put in, road
blocks the Democrats put in their place to keeptfrem being able to vote.



So | don't agree with those types of stumbling kdo®ut | would say this: We have right
now a real danger of people that are illegallyhi@ tountry being rounded up, herded into
the polls -- we've seen that in California -- vgtilegally. That disenfranchises
everybody in that community.

| think you have to have some IDs.
Tavis: Thank you, sir. Ambassador Keyes?

Keyes: | think the most important thing to remember abMashington, D.C., is that it
was established to be a unique representatioreoi/tiole people of the United States.

That's a city that's supposed to belong to thenatiot to any one group and not to any
one region. That's why it was put together in tret place.

| think it's terribly important to maintain thatrafpol of the unity of our country. We're a
free people. If folks don't want to live in the dutions that prevail in Washington
because of its unique status, they can go to MiadylA whole bunch of folks have done
So.

They can go to Virginia. A whole bunch of folks leasdlone so. Some of the biggest
churches and everything else now exist in Princer@es County, because people left
the District.

They have that right, and | think that they canreise it. But | think that the country is
entitled to have this possession that symbolizeswole united people, standing
together as one community. | think it's terriblypiontant that we sustain it.

Tavis: Governor Huckabee?

Huckabee: Well, | may be a little different on this one.dlleve that the people of D.C.
should be able to vote for representation.

| think that's appropriate, for the simple reasbequality and justice. And if we need to
amend the Constitution to make that possible,aukhhappen.

D.C. is not the same city it was when it was forgtated, and | think it just makes sense
to not have a group of people -- | don't care vdodr they are, | don't care how they
vote -- they ought to be able to vote, and theiorcand their political affiliation ought to
have nothing to do with the equality that we shagilee them.

As far as identification -- | have to show photottibget on an airplane in my home town.
| think it's not asking too much to make sure fedple who are voting are truly eligible
voters.



But look, if it's a driver's license issue, we"ang to Motor Voter -- let's have Photo
Voter so, when you register to vote, they take ymature, put it on a card, and you
simply are able to make sure that you're a regidteoter.

That way it doesn't dilute the vote if a lot of peowho aren't registered voters try to
fraudulently vote.

Tavis: Thank you, Governor. Congressman Paul?

Paul: It's very clear, under the Constitution, that weldn't give the vote to the residents
of D.C. without an amendment to the ConstitutiondAt should be pursued in that
manner.

But when it comes to national ID cards, the idécdifon, | think the states have the
prerogative and the right and the obligations entdy the voters and they should.

But the reason | get worried about when we stéirng about it nationally is, you know,
they might want to use the Real ID. They might warthink it's a good excuse to have a
national ID card to vote, and | am positively opgpdb$o any move toward the national ID
card.

Tavis. Thank you. Senator Brownback?

Brownback: Yes. It's a good question. It's a tough questitiave chaired the D.C.
Subcommittee, both the authorizing and the Appadjams subcommittee. | support the
residents of D.C. the right to vote. But thereigag to do it and there's a way not to do it.
And the way to do it is to amend the Constitutiamg the way not to do it is to pass
something that's unconstitutional.

In the 23rd Amendment to the Constitution, it g&dv€. the right to vote for president.

But it didn't give them the right to vote for Corgs. And what you have to do what we
have to do. And what | support is amending the Gan®n so they can have the right to
vote. D.C. deserves that right. There's a way tii,dbere's a way not to do it.

Tavis. Ray Suarez will ask the next question, first amreddy Congressman Duncan
Hunter.

Suarez: Congressman Hunter, the Federal Agency for Hézdile Research and Quality
recently reported that both Latinos and Blacksixecesignificantly worse," in their
words, medical care than whites in the United State

One out of three Hispanics, one out of five Blagkeékicans is uninsured. Hispanics are
2.5 times as likely as non-Hispanic, white Amergémbe uninsured. One of three
Hispanics hasn't been to the doctor in more thggaa And as has already been



mentioned, diabetes, asthma, hypertension areatett®r under-treated in communities
across America.

What does your health care plan contain to addr@se of these disparities in access to
care and access to quality health care?

Hunter: Well, Ray, the first thing I'd say is | can't s a guy who practiced law in the
barrio and took lots of cases that anybody whodi@tipay didn't have to pay, as people
came into my office, down there in the barrio ie thaterfront in San Diego, | didn't
separate them out. So I'm not going to separatae theé now. And I'm going to talk
about how I think we can have affordable healtlecar

The first thing you've got to have is the abilityltuy your health care insurance across
state lines. And right now, nobody in the Unitedt&¢ can do that.

And that means that the same policy that costsu¢@da month in Long Beach,
California, costs $343 a month in New Jersey, betNew Jersey policyholder can't
change policies and buy the policy in California.\&'ve got to change that.

Secondly, I think we bring back the family doctdnd I think one way you bring back
the family doctor is by taking away massive malficacburdens, these massive
insurance premiums that we place on people.

And finally -- finally, Ray, let's try a little fredom. How about if we said in the tax code
that if a doc will be a family doc, in the barrin,the community, and he will do office
visits for 30 bucks or 40 bucks a visit, he doelsatte to pay taxes on that, he doesn't
have to have three accountants, he doesn't hal@dt those things?

Tavis. Congressman Hunter, thank you.

Hunter: Bring back the family doctor.

Tavis. Thank you. Ambassador Keyes?

Keyes: | think two things are important, very briefly.

First, before 1 would think about bringing back faenily doctor, particularly where the
Black community is concerned, it might be helpfubting back the family.

And that would mean that you are going to do whatdcessary to support married
couples, to encourage marriage, to encourage #nmgeof children in the context of a
two-parent household.

Not because one is disparaging one-parent househmitibecause the statistics show
that people are more likely to sustain their edocato be in better health, both mentally
and physically, if they are raised in that envir@mn



That's step number one, and I think it's vitallyportant.

The second step is we all know that in Americaelassys, your ability to have access to
health care depends on -- what? -- primarily: yjobrand whether or not you're able to
get that insurance at your job.

So the first thing we need to take care of is t&emsure that in areas where Black folks
and Hispanics and others are living, you are eragpng the kind of entrepreneurship
that will create jobs in those areas...

Tavis. Congressman Keyes, thank you, sir.
Keyes: ... to give people that foundation of health careess.
Tavis: Governor Huckabee?

Huckabee: The first problem with our current health caretegsis that it's upside down.
It focuses on intervention. We wait until people aatastrophically ill, and then we
spend enormous amounts of money trying to fix théfa.need to be putting the money
on the preventive side. Prevention is a lot leggeegive than is intervention.

The second thing, there has to be ownership ohttigidual consumer. As long as the
government, the employer, as long as the doctordbarge of your health care, and you
have no idea what it costs, and you have no ided thiey're doing, and you don't control
it, we're never going to get the system fixed.

And the third thing that has to happen is that aeehportable medical records so that
your health care records go with you. They doay stith your doctor. You shouldn't
have to ask permission to see the records of ywvarlmdy. Those are your own records.
They don't belong to anybody else.

And the policies that we can put in place havead svith individuals buying in, not only
on insurance, but buying in on health, their owrspeal, to start with.

Tavis: Thank you. Congressman Paul.

Paul: We've had managed care in this country sincedhg &0s, and it hasn't worked
well. It's very, very expensive, and it's the fahlt we changed our ERISA law and our
tax laws that created this corporatism that rundiamge. Wall Street rakes off the profits.
The patients are unhappy. The doctors are unha@ppyit's a monopoly now. Who
lobbies us in Washington? The drug companies amtHMOs. They come.

And now what is the cry for? Socialized medicinbaf@s not the answer. We need to get
the government out of the way. Inflation hits thieldte class and the poor the most.
Those are the people who are losing it. It's je$tminorities, anybody poor, because
inflation wipes out the middle class, and we havddal with that.



If you have a product that's not dealt with by goweent, prices go down when you have
modern technology. And medicine, with all this teclogy, prices still go up. But that's
because the government is involved.

We don't have enough competition. There's a dootoropoly out there. We need
alternative health care freely available to thepbeoThey ought to be able to make their
own choices and not controlled by the FDA preventirem to use some of the
medications.

Tavis. Congressman, thank you, sir. Senator Brownback?

Brownback: Ray, it's a serious question, it's an importam dme been in my state and
communities and in places experiencing what exadtlgt you're talking about. Not on a
personal basis, but seen individuals that are lgairgo to a community health center at
the last minute, after the disease has alreadly gawn and pronounced itself and they
hesitate because they don't have insurance coverdgey don't have the money to be
able to do this.

This is a real problem. It's real people that aw®ived in this type of situation.
| think the question you have to ask is: Whichis best way to go, then?
Do you do it with more government or do you do ithwmore markets?

Because these are real people experiencing thisl Aitk more markets and real
markets with it. Because | have not seen, in thistry, ever, when the government
enters into something on a bigger basis, do wéigeer quality service or more of it?

We don't. It doesn't work that way. So | reallard one thing that hasn't been talked
about up here is health savings accounts. We meexiand that so people can save
money, tax-exempt, from their work, the employeuttipg that in so they can have some
money for their health care coverage.

Tavis: Thank you, Senator Brownback. Congressman Tan@redo

Tancredo: The important thing, the most important thingemember about your health
care is it's your health care. You have a pers@sgonsibility here, every single person
does, to do everything they can to stay healthy.

Most of the things that happen to us are lifespyteblems, and, really, | mean, there are
things that we do to ourselves that cause us tolthge to access the health care
industry.

We have to first look to ourselves, individuallyg&in, it's kind of a scary thing again to
say, but, you know, individual responsibility doesrk, also in health care.



And, yes, | believe, by the way, in the expansibhealth savings accounts because it
does put you in the connection -- it's you and ngothiie consumer and the doctor, and
there's nobody in between, and that's good.

Also believe, by the way, that you should be ablgdt your drugs from any place that,
in fact, it's cheaper to get drugs. If it's chedpeget drugs in Canada, get drugs from
Canada -- it's OK with me. We shouldn't be blockimas.

Again, individual freedom -- expand individual fcemsm and take some individual
responsibility for your own health care.

Tavis: Thank you very much.
Next question asked by Juan Williams, first answdrng Ambassador Alan Keyes.

Williams: Ambassador Keyes, | think you're familiar with flaet that America has a
tradition of Black military heroes, going from Quiss Attucks in the Revolutionary War,
to the Tuskegee Airmen in World War Il, to GeneZalin Powell.

And tonight, Tavis, I'd just like to take a momémtacknowledge one of those heroes
who's here with us in the audience. We have witliersiice Armour. She's the first
African American combat pilot in U.S. history -should say, first female African
American combat pilot. And she served two tourdwdly with distinction in Iraq.

Today we see a decline in Black and Latino enlistinbecause of one reason: the war in
Iraq.

What do you say to the one-third of the nation'shainority and overwhelmingly
opposed to the continuation of this war, even as3P in Congress continues to block
attempts to set a deadline to end this war?

Keyes: | think the most important thing to remember igttbur efforts in Iraq and
elsewhere right now that followed in the wake opt®enber 11 aren't an effort to defend
Black people, white people, Jewish people, Chngbeople, et cetera.

They're an effort to defend the United States ofefina from a deep and terrible threat
that came against us in disregard of the fundarherttae fundamental moral principle
that is supposed to govern all international a$featl wars that are conducted by
countries, and that is that you do not consciotasiget innocent human life.

My father was a soldier -- fought in Korea and Yig@ah and World War II, did not stand
in defense of this race or that, but stood in degesf the common principles of moral
decency and justice that are derived from that eithat | talked about, that our rights
come from God.



| don't think it's hard to ask anybody in this ctyyrio stand in defense of those
principles.

My one criticism? | think unfortunately, Presidéh\V. Bush put a lot of emphasis on
democracy for people in Irag, when our real goakisurity for people in America.

Tavis. Thank you, Ambassador. Governor Huckabee?

Huckabee: One of the tragedies is that our military veteraage kept their promises to
us; we have not kept all of our promises to them.

Many of them have come back to be told to waitne for their health care, to be told
that mental health would be something that mightabened out.

That's not acceptable. And, if | were presidedt|ike to see us have a very plainly
written, simple-to-understand veterans' bill ohtigythat would make sure that every
single thing that these veterans have been pronss#elivered. And it's delivered as the
first fruits of the federal Treasury before any@tee gets their nose in the trough, the
veterans get their benefits paid -- not on theshaka limited budget, but on the basis of
making sure that we keep promises to the peoplehalie kept us free.

That, | believe, will help people want to be a parthe military.
Tavis. Thank you, Governor. Congressman Paul.

Paul: The most important promise we keep is the oatib&y the Constitution. We just
shouldn't be going to all these wars.

We shouldn't have so many injured and in our hatpliecause we shouldn't go to war
unless it's declared.

If it's declared, we should go win it and get ieowith. Now we're in this war for five
years or so and nobody sees the end to this.

So, we went in under false pretense. There wergaapons of mass destruction. There
are still -- there are still people who believettiliaq had something to do with 9/11, yet
15 of the people were from Saudi Arabia.

We need to live up to our principles so there ass injured veterans, but when they
come home we better jolly well take care of thend we're not doing a very good job
right now, because all the money's going overseas.

We're broke. We got to do something about it.

And we can't -- we can't perpetuate a welfare statepolice an empire without going
bankrupt.



Tavis. Congressman?

Paul: And we're nearly on the verge of that.

Tavis. Thank you, sir. Senator Brownback?

Brownback: One, | think it's clear what we need to do at gost in time, and | think
we need to talk about at this point in time, wheeeare. We declared war. We voted in
Congress to go to war, Republican and DemocratgplPean say things weren't right,

we shouldn't have done this, shouldn't have doake th

We are where we are today. The military, | belidweess done and is doing a superb job.
We have had a terrible political answer on the gdon Irag.

A terrible -- yesterday, in the Congress, a bigartipolitical solution passed. It was the
Biden-Brownback bill -- or, since I'm here, it wthe Brownback-Biden bill.

It declares a three-state federalized solutiomaq 4- a Kurdish north, a Sunni west, a
Shia south, with Baghdad as a federal city; wedkraed government; most of the
policies devolve down to the local units of goveamh Because Iraq is less a country
than it is three groups of people. We need to neieeghat. And we can move forward
with that political solution...

Tavis: Senator.

Brownback: ... and pull our guys back.

Tavis: Thank you. Congressman Tancredo?

Tancredo: What's the constitutional responsibility of then@eess when it comes to
war?

It is, one, declare it; two, fund it; or three, fohd it. That's it.

You know what, when you talk about, Juan, you #&ddkut the number of bills that we
have killed because of attempts to, sort of, emlttiing?

Well, every one of them has inside of them all éhesovisions about how have to fight
the war, how many people can be dispatched at articplar point in time and who they
can fight.

| will tell you this, that the founders of this aatwy knew very well that -- what would
happen to us if we ended up with 535 generalserbngress of the United States. And
that is, you lose wars.

You need a commander in chief.



And then the Congress has every right -- and yawkwhat? It has every right to be
involved in it. It has every right to talk aboutdland to condemn it if you don't agree
with it.

But you know what? It ends up with this. If you damant it, don't fund it. But you
cannot micromanage it from the Congress of theddnitates.

Tavis. Congressman Hunter?
Hunter: Thank you, Tavis.

Vernice, thank you for your two tours in Irag. Ahgant to say I've got a son who's done
two tours as a Marine in Iraq.

He's getting to see a new country in Afghanistghtrnow. And who knows? You may
be there shortly.

Thanks for your service to our country.

Ladies and gentlemen, we can leave Iraq, and ungéeadership, we will leave Iraq in
victory. And let me tell you what | would propose.

The key to handing off the security apparatus &g lnow that we've stood up a free
government -- and it is a free government. It'sndtling along, it's inept, but it's a free
government. The key to a security handoff is toehaveliable Iragi army.

Right now, we've got 131 battalions in the Iragngr We've trained them and we've
equipped them, and we are moving them into théebatt

And my recommendation to the president, the JoiméfS and General Petraeus is to
make sure that every one of those 131 battaliotssagdeast a three- or four-month
combat tour in a contentious area. When they atieHsardened, we can rotate them into
the battle zone, rotate our America's heavy fosijnes and Army, and bring them
home.

That's the right way to leave Iraq, in victory.
Tavis. Congressman Hunter, thank you.

We've covered a lot of ground tonight. We're starto get a little tight on time now, just
a few minutes left in this conversation.

| would like to then use the moderator's prerogasind privilege to ask you now if we
can squeeze a couple more questions in, to cutaymawers down to 30 seconds and see
if we can't get a couple more questions in rightku



Cynthia Tucker will ask next; answered first, 38@®ds, by Governor Huckabee.

Tucker: Governor, does the U.S. have a role to play inmgnthe genocide in Darfur?
And, if so, what should that role be?

Huckabee: | think we have some role to play in it, but | gaavhat disturbs me even
more, we have not even addressed the genocide gloittg on and the infanticide in our
own country with the slaughter of millions of unbarhildren.

And we also have extraordinary poverty in this dogn

Yes, we ought to be involved. But you know somedRiifhere are a lot of people in
America that don't think the only poverty is in Rar-- understand there's poverty in the
Delta.

There are people who don't have running water, lpabpt don't have access to medical
care and don't have a decent school to go to andign't have to go halfway around the
world to find it. We've got it right here in thisantry.

Tavis. Congressman Paul?

Paul: The U.S. government has no authority. There'somstgutional authority. There's
no moral authority. There's plenty of moral authyoand responsibility for individuals to
participate. But every time we get involved, no i@atvhere, for good intentions, believe
me, we're getting involved in a civil war.

Even when you send food, it ends up in the handseomilitary and they use it as
weapons. So it's not well-intended. We should dioec attention only to national
security and not get involved for these feel-gosaksons of going overseas for the
various reasons.

And this is the main reason why I think we oughjust come home from every place in
the world and bring our troops home from Iraq.

Tavis: Senator Brownback?

Brownback: | know this won't be a crowd-pleaser, but | cottldisagree more with that
last answer.

We are the greatest nation on the face of the Eanithwe are ones that can stand up.
And we need to stand up in the face of second geéaeeden we had declared years ago
in Rwanda: Never again.

And what is happening? It is happening again. Alschot just the first genocide that's
taken place in Sudan, it's the second. And I've lbeere.



We need to do divestiture campaigns here. We resdgport the African Union troops
there. We shouldn't put our own troops. We dorédrte put our own troops.

Tavis. Thank you.
Brownback: We need to provide food and medicine as well.
Tavis. Senator, thank you very much. Congressman Tangredo

Tancredo: First trip | ever took -- the very first trip | evtook as a congressman of the
United States was to Sudan. | came back, worked/eaes to pass the Sudan Peace Act.

| believe we do have a moral responsibility to #ds not to send troops, believe me. |
do not believe we need boots on the ground in SodanDarfur to deal with this issue.

But you know what we could do?

We could see whether the United Nations is wosrlsdlt and force them into
participating in this issue and getting that -- andetting that solved.

Tavis. Congressman, thank you. Congressman Hunter?

Hunter: The outside troops, U.N. and African Union, arégetting the job done
because they're garrisoned far away from the aliafat get hammered by the
Janjaweed.

By the time the damage has been done, the troaagy/siget there late.

What we probably need to do is get a humanitarmanidor driven up through that vast
country, where we have armed convoys, U.N. conwoysfrican Union convoys to get
food and medicine to those people that need it most

And lastly, teach those villages self-defense, bsedhe troops aren't getting there in
time.

Tavis. Ambassador Keyes?

Keyes: | have to say I'm appalled by the suggestionweatetreat into some kind of
fortress America and forget who we are. We aret@maf nations, a people of many
peoples. We are in touch with every people on &élce bf the Earth. If somebody is being
hurt somewhere in the world, somebody in Amerigavgs for them.

And | don't believe we can turn our backs on thmversal significance, that universal
mission.



| think a lot of suggestions made here in termsaf we get involved are good ones. We
don't have to send troops, but we need to suppdrteinforce the sense of local,
regional responsibility...

Tavis: Ambassador Keyes...

Keyes: ... for both humanitarian and military order imthegion.

Tavis. Thank you, sir. Ray Suarez for Congressman Paul.

Suarez: Congressman Paul, support has gradually beerirgjippr the death penalty
among all Americans. The Pew Forum on ReligionRnblic Life reports a large
minority of whites still support capital punishmewhile Blacks and Latinos do not.
Now, | know this is mostly a state function, bug fresident does appoint appellate
judges, and of course, the highest appellate junigé= land, the Supreme Court

justices, who often review death penalty cases.

Do you think the death penalty is carried out justlthe United States? And do you
want to see it continued during your presidency?

Tavis. Thirty seconds, Congressman.

Paul: You know, over the years, I've held pretty rigildnay beliefs, but I've changed my
opinion about the death penalty. For federal pugppkno longer believe in the death
penalty. | believe it has been issued unjustlyolfi're rich, you get away with it; if you're
poor and you're from the inner city, you're mokelly to be prosecuted and convicted.

Today, with the DNA evidence, there have been taaymmistakes. So | am now
opposed to the federal death penalty.

Tavis. Thank you, Congressman. Senator Brownback?

Brownback: We need a culture of life in the United Statesylaure that recognizes
every life at every stage. It's beautiful, it'saqure, it's a child of a loving God, period.

| have difficulty with the death penalty. This is mmdividual, though, in that case, that
has committed a heinous crime. | think we shoutttlthe death penalty to cases only
where we cannot protect the society from the irthligl, such as when Osama bin Laden
is caught.

We need to be able to use it then.

But we should use this very limited and only intttiecumstance, in order to talk and to
teach a culture of life in America.



Tavis. Senator Brownback, thank you. Congressman Tan@redo

Tancredo: It is, in fact, a state issue, almost entirelye Tastrictions that we talked
about with regard to the federal government andtldreor not we should have a death
penalty, | will tell you, 1 would absolutely suppdhe continuation of a death penalty,
especially for crimes like treason.

| mean, we really have to consider the possibihigt there is an appropriate penalty for a
crime of that nature. It is the death penalty.

Tavis. Congressman Hunter?

Hunter: | think there is a need for the death penalty. Asccalled deterrence. And that
means that, when that Charles Manson is gettingprpill the trigger on an innocent
American, just maybe the idea passes through hid thiat he, himself, is going to lose
his life.

Now, that might only deter five percent, 10 percéhtpercent, 20 percent. It does deter
some people. And for that reason, the death peradsling with some very rough, very
ruthless people, is necessary.

Tavis. Ambassador Keyes?

Keyes: | support the death penalty. | think it has a $asiuniversal justice that isn't just
about deterrence and all that, it's about respedifé. It's about making sure that we
don't send the signal, especially where Black tslire concerned, because we do
understand, don't we, that they mostly kill Blaokks.

And | wouldn't want to send the message that winenkyll another Black human being,
we somehow don't take that seriously. We'll chedpersignificance of that by not
applying the understanding that when you cold-béaitgl and calculatively take another
human life, more has (inaudible) you than more thihnan take.

We can only dispatch you to the ruler of us alttsat he may ultimately judge you for
your misdeeds.

Tavis: Governor Huckabee?
Huckabee: | probably dislike the death penalty more thanbaxaly on this stage, but for
a very different reason. I've actually had to cargut, more than any governor in my

state's history. | had to carry out the death pggrmcause that was my job.

| did it because | believed, after reading everggoaf every transcript and everything in
that file, it was the only conclusion we could cotaeBut | didn't enjoy it.



And God help the American who somehow has thisleavattitude about the death
penalty and says they support it and they can.d&itme tell you something from the
person whose name had to be put on the documerdtéineed the process: It's a
necessary part of our criminal justice systemiose crimes for which there is no other
alternative.

But God help the person who ever does it withatragscience and feels the pain of it.

Tavis. We know, given the time, we're not going to gedrglaody in on this, but, Juan,
last question right quick?

Williams: Certainly.

The Supreme Court, gentlemen, recently ruled than @oluntary integration in
America's public schools is unconstitutional ahegihl. That comes even as two-thirds of
Black and Latino students go to schools that areaied minority majority and
disproportionately poor.

We all know of a tremendous achievement gap betésrk and white students in
America.

Is the Supreme Court right to say that school iratign is no longer key to the promise
of equal educational opportunity for all?

Tavis: Senator Brownback, you'll start with that?

Brownback: | live in the town of Topeka, Kansas. Brown v. Bbaf Education was
decided in my hometown.

| believe we still need integration taking placehe schools, and I think it's an important
thing. |1 think we need to do it on a voluntary ancentivized basis as much as we
possibly can, but it is important for us to maintdias a goal and objective of this
country.

Tavis. Congressman Tancredo?

Tancredo: | think it's a racist thing to say, to even suddleat the only way that a Black
child can learn is sitting next to a white childasry other kind of child.

It can happen. We can teach children of all codmd we've proved it. We can do it by
giving choice -- choice to parents, choice to grckn a wide array of educational
opportunities, and then kids go to those schodigyTe all over the country now. There
are charter schools and voucher systems. Thatswithgive that integration -- make it
a natural phenomena and it will make kids much, hrhagtter in terms of their ability to
succeed.



Tavis. Congressman Hunter?

Hunter: | think the population of the school should dependhe community that you

live in.

And it should be, in my mind, small schools, aneitBhould be schools that are close
enough to mom and dad that you can get them dowmretechool when the teacher needs
them. It shouldn't be based on any forced mandagobernment, and | think it will

work out a lot better that way.

Tavis. Unfortunately, we are out of time. Let's show appreciation one more time for
those candidates tonight -- who showed up herecagdh State in Baltimore.

And our terrific panel of journalists: Cynthia, Ragd Juan, we thank you. We thank
everyone here at Morgan State, everyone behingcdrees who made this night possible.

That's it from here. Good night from Baltimore. Tka for watching. And, as always,
keep the faith.
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